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BACKGROUND PAPER

Central American Consortium for Pediatric Burn

October 18-21, 2006

· Physicians for Peace (PFP) is convening the inaugural gathering of the Central American and Caribbean Association for the Prevention and Treatment of Children with Burns in a strategic planning meeting from Oct 18-Oct 21 in Virginia Beach, Virginia.  The purpose of the meeting is to facilitate burn prevention and improve burn care education and treatment through the building of an effective consortium within a structure of mutual collaboration.

Ronald McDonald House Charities provided seed funding to partially fund costs for the strategic planning summit: to develop a burn prevention campaign; to evaluate the existing PFP burn program in Managua, Nicaragua for possible replication; to identify best practices; and to develop an on-going research strategy.    
· Participants include:

· Physicians for Peace (US)
· Asociación Pro Ayuda al Niño Quemado (Costa Rica)
· Unidad de Quemados, Pearl F. Ort Hospital (Dominican Republic)
· Jesús with the Children (Dominican Republic)
· APROQUEMES – Asociación Pro Niño Quemado de El Salvador (El Salvador)
· Clinica de Quemaduras (Guatemala)
· Fundacion Ruth Paz (Honduras)
· Fundacion Cristiana de Asistenci a Quemados (Honduras)
· APROQUEN – Asociación Pro Niños Quemados de Nicaragua (Nicaragua)

· El Hospital del Niño (Panama)
Facilitator:

· Kevin Marshall
Vice President
Straight Path Management, Virginia Beach, VA
Presenters:

· Mr. Buzz Heidt, President, Board of Trustees, PFP (President, The Penrod Company)

· Brigadier General Ron Sconyers (USAF Ret.), CEO, PFP

· Vivian Pellas, Founder & President, APROQUEN, Hospital Metropolitano “Vivian Pellas”,  Managua, Nicaragua

· Diana Forno-Batres, MD, MPH, Research Director, PFP, Guatemala City, Guatemala
· Carlos de los Santos, MD, Director, Unidad de Quemados Pearl F. Ort, Hospital , Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
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